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The Great Outdoors  

“There’s nothing quite like retirement to make you work.” 

So says the owner of Busch Gardens, Barry Busch, who opened his new landscape design and project 
management company in the fall of 2004.  Prior to that time, Busch had been a successful business 
owner in the Topeka area, and had planned on retiring after selling his business. 

But his lifelong love of gardening and landscaping, coupled with his past business experience, led 
Busch to address the challenges of retirement by opening yet another new business.  Armed with to-
day’s technology, the self-taught designer formalizes his design plans on computer and researches both 
print and electronic databases for plant selection appropriate to each client’s micro-environment. His 
goal is to create a unique and personal space for the homeowner, particularly residential owners look-
ing for a new look for their tired or perhaps non-existent landscapes. 

Before any recommendations are made, Busch begins each assignment with a discussion with the own-
ers about their personal outdoor lifestyles and environmental objectives. Using this owner profile, he 
completes a “needs analysis” which is supplemented with a laundry list of options and approaches that 
the owner may wish to consider for the design and installation of their new outdoor environment. 
Once that list is narrowed, a comprehensive budget is prepared along with a preliminary plan. 

“Do-it-yourselfers” can jump in and complete portions of the installation if they wish. Busch Gardens 
also uses a variety of local contractors for specialized features and options such as waterscapes, sprin-
kler systems or other hardscape elements (such as patios or retaining walls).  

Busch has been known in the business community for over 25 years as an artisan and producer of high 
quality work. He is committed to this tradition of excellence with his landscape design service.  
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It is both. 

Designing and installing a landscape that “fits” and thrives requires the artistic flair of a painter, the 
attention to detail of an architect and the green thumb of your local nurseryman. A design from 
Busch Gardens brings these seemingly unrelated elements together and adds an important fourth: 
your own personal preference.  

A beautiful yard and adjoining gardens can become a homeowner’s worst nightmare, depending on 
how much effort is required to maintain it, particularly if he or she doesn’t like to spend a portion of 
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Is it art or is it science? 
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� Our philosophy on 
grasses, both turf and 
decorative               

          —  page 2  

� Company services    
include rejuvenation 
programs as well as 
new installations 

          —page 3 

To receive a free copy of our sea-
sonal newsletter, use snail-mail at 
above address, or e-mail to: 

BuschGardens@BuschEnterprises.com 

Privacy Policy: To protect your privacy, 
Busch Gardens does not share any e-mail 
or personal information with any other 
company or institution.   
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Barry L. Busch ~ Owner 

Introducing 



Busch Gardens specializes in creating relatively low maintenance environments by using native and 
drought tolerant plants in your landscape design. We also incorporate cultivars from the lists of  
“Prairie Star Flowers”, which come from KSU trials, proven most adaptable to the sometimes harsh 
Kansas conditions.

 
At Busch Gardens we also love using grasses and “wild” plantings, which similarly are low mainte-
nance (more on grasses below). And for color, we generally add in some of our favorite drought-tolerant 
perennials, such as Rudbeckia, Coreopsis and Echinacea. Every year there are more and more new 
varieties of these time-tested gems, so the many color and size selections available mean they can be 
incorporated into almost every landscape in which a little bit of native Kansas is desired.  
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To be honest, at Busch Gardens we don’t “do” lawns. That is, we don’t include basic yard mainte-
nance in our landscaping services. But you can ruin your landscape with a poorly planned lawn, so 
we are full of advice. We also have taken note of the increasing popularity of using including native 
and adapted grasses in perennial beds and as accents. These are two separate landscape components, 
but both have to do with selecting the proper grasses.    

Here’s how Busch Gardens suggests incorporating grass into your landscape design and mainte-
nance plan. First, recognize that cool and warm grasses have different maintenance and health re-
quirements as well as vastly different appearances. But because we are in the transition zone between 
cool and warm season grasses, the climate in most of Kansas will generally support either. So de-
pending on certain choices about appearance and function, you can include durable Zoysia and Ber-
muda in high traffic areas and finer blade grasses in both shady and sunny lawns.  

There are also many alternatives available to the immensely popular K-31 fescue. Although it is 
hardy and tolerant of the Kansas climate, it can be coarse bladed and “clumpy” in our opinion. So 
many fine bladed fescues are now available, many equal or superior even to recommended bluegrass 
varieties, that we very likely will recommend you consider replacing your old K-31 yard and upgrade 
to other fine-bladed varieties.  
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Smart plantings help avoid summer stress  

Grasses in your landscape design 

Echinacea (purple coneflower) 
grows wild throughout Kansas, 
but is now commercially propa-

gated and readily available from 
nurseries.  Once established, it is 
extremely hardy. But it self-sows 

readily, too, so be careful where 
you place it in your plan.   
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“A well designed 
landscape is easy 
to maintain. The 

secret is selecting 
the right plantings 

in the first place. 
Native grasses are 

not only low 
maintenance, they 
just naturally look 
like they belong.” 

 



Busch Gardens takes a personal approach to designing your outdoor environment. It begins with a 
no-cost, no obligation site visit. There, we discuss your ideas, wants and needs. A good design plan 
incorporates not only landscaping features and plantings, but outdoor lifestyle choices. So we de-
velop a “lifestyle plan” in conjunction with your landscape design to be sure that your landscape is 
not only beautiful but functional.  

Services we offer include: 

� Needs analysis 
� Lifestyle plan 
� Landscape and garden design 

o     Site plan 
o     Plant schedule 
o     Walls, terracing and raised beds 
o     Water elements/small ponds and pools 
o     Decking, fencing, trellising  

� Project management, contracting 
� Rejuvenation of mature plantings 

o     Pruning and shaping 
o     Removal/replacement 
o     Transplanting 
o     Thinning 

 
Programs for rejuvenation of existing gardens are also available on a contract basis, however we rec-
ommend you contract with a specialist for routine maintenance of yards and gardens.  Regardless of 
the scope of services you select, Busch Gardens is committed to providing personalized service from 
design through construction, including management and development of a maintenance program to 
address your individual needs.  
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every day attending to the needs of that special outdoor environment. In just the way that a swim-
ming pool or a deck brings with it certain “chores” and maintenance requirements throughout the 
year, so does every landscape require specific levels of attention. The key is planning. Choosing the 
proper plantings is a must, along with educating the guardian of the landscape as to what those plant-
ings require. How much water? How about pruning? Do I need to deadhead those wildflowers? What 
is deadheading, anyway . . . ? There’s much to know, and a design and installation from Busch Gar-
dens will assure that the plantings are appropriate to the environment and appropriate to your per-
sonal lifestyle.  

The much talked about trend in xeriscaping, for example, has many homeowners fooled into believ-
ing there really is such a thing as a maintenance-free garden. A xeriscape, in truth, actually takes more 
effort initially to establish than a more traditional perennial garden. Once established, however, it is 
true that general watering and maintenance requirements are much less.   

Regardless of your personal preferences on maintenance, Busch Gardens will work with you to create 
the outdoor environment that’s right for your property and right for you. �

Outdoor design with you in mind 

 . . . art or science?  
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A good 
design plan 
incorporates 
not only 
landscaping 
features and 
plantings, 
but outdoor 
lifestyle 
choices.  

Xeriscape means the conservation of 
water and energy through creative 
landscaping. It comes from the 
Greek word 'Xeros" meaning dry. 

While xeriscapes use predominantly 
or exclusively low moisture, low 
maintenance plantings, they are not 
a panacea for maintenance problems. 

Red Yucca 
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Grasses . . . 

Fountain grass is a fine 
example of how form, tex-
ture and color can be added 
to your landscape design 
with a single specimen.  
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Topeka, KS 66605 
Home Office/Shop 
5343 SE 49th St.  
Berryton, KS  66409 
Phone: 785.221.5721 
Fax: 785.379.0557 

FREE 
Site Inspection 
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For interest and accents, striking native grasses such as Bluestems and even Switchgrass 
can be incorporated to create a lot of impact with very little maintenance requirement. 
What we like about using grasses is that most head out in the fall, adding striking form 
and color which can carry over into the winter. In the spring, you simply cut down last 
year’s growth with basic shears and the wonderful process begins all over again. Grasses 
can be easily divided if they outgrow their space, and most need very little in the way of 
fertilizing or control of pests and diseases. They may be the perfect plant! “ 

A well designed landscape should be easy to maintain, but the secret is in the plant selec-
tion. Grasses are not only low maintenance, they are so versatile. They are equally valu-
able as a quick screen or a splendid specimen standing alone, and right at home in a sim-
ple foundation planting or as a border accent.  

Our seasonal newsletter will have more articles on grasses in the near future (see subscrip-
tion information on page 1). Or give us a call if you’d like to more information on how you 
can incorporate grasses creatively in your outdoor environment.  


